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"WELLYES, STRICTLY SPEAKING THE CIA'S JOB IS ABROAD. HONEVER WE WERE NEVER VERY GOOD AT THE
OVERSEAS SPYING, SO THEY VE DECIDED WE SHOULD STICK T0-THIS DOVESTIC STUFF.
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SECURITY BLANKET

By the time of Nixon’s resignation, the caricatured figure had become the
essence of hardened corruption. In the cartoon Shopping for a Special Prosecutor
(19), Nixon is portrayed as a pirate, an image of lifelong criminality where brutal
and rapacious force is the only measure of dominance. The President had finally
succeeded in firing special prosecutor Archibald Cox, although both the attor-
ney general and his deputy resigned in protest. The cartoon summarizes Nixon'’s

hope that he can find a “pet” prosecutor who will listen to instructions. It
portrays not only an action but also a mental attitude towards the problems the

President was facing.

31

17. The Watergate Bug

The widespread wiretapping, o
“bugging,” of offices during the
Nixon administration is used
here as a symptomatic symbol
of the misuse of power. Nixor
and Chief of Staff Robert
Haldeman scheme in the cor-
ner as the “Watergate Bug”
begins claiming victims, in-
cluding L. Patrick Gray, acting
director of the FBI, who re-
signed in April 1973,

18. Security Blanket

As the Watergate scandal
grows, Nixon wraps himself in
the defensive cloak of protect-
ing “Sensitive National
Secrets.”
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"THAT MRS REAGAN — HEH HEH - BOY, WHAT A KIDDER

Reportedly, Mrs. Reagan didn't like Donald Regan, the White House
Chief of Staff, very much at all.
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Space Defense Initiative — an idea ahead of its technology.
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Letters to the Editor

METETIAL VS
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| One Nation Under Hollywoodism; In Stars We Trust

<

It is not true that Nancy Reagan neglects  anti-communism and Ronnie’s enemies and
God in decision making {0¥fhe White House.  our one nation under Hollywoodism.

You might underestimate her! In Astrologers We Trust. f
At proper zodiac-approved times, she keeps Ed Schempp
God informed on what He shouild do about Barrington, N.J.
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S;;afvaeirs vote sho
follow president’s lunar-guided lunacy

WASHINGTON — It would have
been enough, you would say, to have
the big Star Wars debate in the
House of Representatives on the day
after we learned that the real chief of
staff at the Reagan White House was
the court astrologer, who determin-
ed to the minute when the INF treaty
should be signed at the summit

Universal Press

In a way, former nominal Chief of
Stalf Donald Regan's deadly
disclosure about the fir: lady's
devotion to the signs of the zodiac
was not entirely unexpected. After
all, she and her husband are from
Hollywood, where people have been
known to say, “How do you do?
What's your sign?”

Fools that we are, we had thought
that Ronald Reagan's spectacular
political successes had been the
result of luck. Actually, we see now,
they were achieved by careful plann
ing and meticulous counsel with ex-
perts who took careful calibrations
of the relative positions of the moon,
the stars and the planets to guide
presidential actions.

Certain things about the last seven
years become clearer when review-
ed through the horoscope. For exam-
ple, astrologer Joyce Jillson, who
says she was a White House consul-
tant, tells us — while assuring us
that she keeps the discretion of the
grave about her prominent star-
struck clients — that presidential
press conferences were timed to
coincide with the full moon. This ex-
plains the mad misstatements of fact
that so often occurred during those
rare sessions

Star Wars makes sense in this
newly discovered planetary context.
Scientists don't understand it
Members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
say It can't stop more than 30 per-
centof the missiles headed our way.

Nobody seems sure what it Is. It's
not an "‘Astrodome," not an ‘‘um-
brella’ Originally billed as a
population shield, It seems to have
dwindled down to a security blanket
for some misslle sites. All anyone
knows for sure is that it will cost a
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trillion doliars.

It certainly was a shield for the
president against the nuclear freeze
movement, and on March 23, 1983,
when the planets apparently gave
the go-ahead, he announced it. He
eventually found a name for it, too:
the Strategic Defense Initiative.
“Star Wars'' got under his skin.

Congress had no idea what it was
all about. All they knew at the time
was that Reagan was in the ascen-
dancy, and overlooking the fact that
“air'' is the mark of his sign,
Aquarlus, they hitched their wagon
Lo his star

To date, we have spent $12 billion
on Star Wars
We'll spend billlons more.

The House made the decision to
spill out more ‘money while the
chamber was awash in zodlac jokes,
and Donald Regan's revenge on Nan-
cy Reagan for getting him fired was
discussed with huge relish among
the Democrats. Sample quip:
“‘Regan has Irish Alzhelmer's. He
forgets everything but the grudges."

The hope was fhat now that they
knew where Star Wars came from,

ALONG WITH PISCES’”

the members might come back to
earth.

Rep. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif.,
spoke in favor of fellow California
Rep. Ron Dellums’ amendment that
would cut Star Wars funds back to
baslc research, costing $1.3 billion.

Boxer described the Strategic
Defense Initiative as the president's
“‘astrological dream ... a dream of
laser weapons powered by nuclear
explosions, particle beam weapons,
chemical rockets and space-based
Interceptors parked In ‘garages’ In
orbit.”

Dellums spoke passlonately of
spending $5 billion annually for the
next five years just to find out
whether SDI would work or not. He
spoke of the threat to the ABM trea-
ty, which just two weeks before the
House had realfirmed.

Republicans countered that the
Soviets think Star Wars will work

Eventually, all time expired and
the clerk called the roll.

It was then that the stars tried to
tell the members that reliance on
technology, which is what Star Wars
Isall about, is a chancy thing

The electronie scoreboards on the

wall were busy recording the huge
numbers of those in favor of more
voodoo In outer space, when all of a
sudden they went wild and started
flashing a sensational victory for
Dellums.

Members gathered around
Dellums’ elegant figure and con-
gratulated him nolsily as the
numbers Blled up. At one point, the
score for Dellums was 358 to 237, and
the fail-safe technology showed a
total of 595 members — 160 more
than exist.

There was wild laughter about the
wonders of science, T heretics
haled the #1vid proof that software
can go soft and the timely hint that a
wayward microchip could bring Star
Wars crashing down.

The presiding officer announced
that the roll would be called in the
old way, by hand. The laborious
reading began, and the hilarity In-
creased. But the result was what It
was always going to be: 118 in favor
of Dellums-Boxer, 299 for pressing
on amid the wars.

Let any lunacy come from the
White House. Congress will ratify it
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